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What is love really? 
  
 

Barbara Brown, MSE (BB): Good morning, everyone. So glad you could join us today for 

whatever exciting adventure we're going on in Paul’s journey. 

Dr. Tom Taylor (TT): Let's begin today by listening in on Yeshua speaking to His disciples in the 

15th chapter of John, and we're going to look at verse 9: 

“According as the Father loves Me, I, also, love you. Remain in My love.”  

Now, we'll come back to this verse in a moment, but let's go to verse 11:  

“These things have I spoken to you, that My joy should be remaining in you, and your 

joy may be filled.” 

I was just struck by the phrase, “My joy.” It just seemed so odd here because Yeshua knows 

He's facing certain death, and a horrible one at that; yet He wants His disciples to be filled with 

joy by experiencing His! The only way I can account for the mention of joy here at all is to look 

up at verse 9 again, where He says, “According as the Father loves Me, I, also, love you. 

Remain in My love.”  

One of the major revelations or realizations to come out of the weekly “Light Up the Scriptures” 

study, was that word, “love,” in Yeshua's Hebrew or Aramaic language, and in the New 

Testament Greek, because it has a very different meaning from the way we use the word in our 

language today.  

We use love as a term of deep affection and devotion for someone or something. Here's an 

example: I love my wife and I love playing disc golf. Obviously the two are completely different 

kinds of love, but we use one word for both. In Hebrew and Greek, there are three words to 

describe different forms of love: 

1. Eros is physical love, from which we get the word, erotic. 
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2. Phile-o is brotherly love or fondness. This could apply to a group of people who enjoy 

one another’s company. In John 5:20, virtually every English version reads, "For the 

Father loves the Son and shows Him everything He does." 

The Concordant Literal version reads, "For the Father is fond of the Son and is showing 

Him all that He is doing." 

Phile-o, or fondness, has a sweetness about it, especially compared to the third word 

that we see most often throughout the Scriptures, the word is Agape. 

3. Agape: This is the Greek word that we read in John 15:9, "According as the Father loves 

Me, I, also, love you. Remain in My love.” 

Then in verse 12, Yeshua says, “This is My precept, that you be loving one another, according 

as I love you.” And then in verse 13, He says, “Greater love than this has no one, that anyone 

may be laying down his soul for his friends.” 

I once described Agape to a literature professor. I described it as, “love for the sake of the 

truth.” He got a kind of a funny look on his face, so I added, “It is love that will stop at nothing 

short of accomplishing God's purpose.” Now the professor began to kind of grasp what I was 

saying, and then I added, “It has a ruthless quality about it.” Finally, the professor 

acknowledged my explanation and he just said, “YES!” 

The point is that Agape love held Yeshua up throughout His time on Earth. It holds us up today, 

even if we don't know it. Agape is also the love that led Yeshua to suffer and die. God watched 

it happen. 

Agape is the love Yeshua speaks about in these three verses so far in John 15. It's not an ooey 

gooey patch-you-on-the-head-and-send-you-to-bed-with-milk-and-cookies kind of love. Agape 

is the Father's love that will lead you down the path He's chosen for you, and it may not always 

feel good, but it is always good nevertheless. 

Barbara’s got a great story that relates to this. Would you tell that please? 

BB: In Tucson, AZ, a prophet had a church there where I ministered and I moved there to walk 

with him for a season and he would every service call me up and give me a prophetic word. He 

said, “God took you a way you wouldn't have gone to teach you what you needed to learn.” 

And I've seen that in so many people's lives, how it wouldn't be what we had planned. 

I was going to live and die on my little piece of paradise in Lakewood, Arkansas, 'cause it was 

my dream home. Never did I think that God would have had me to give it all away and leave 

with the suitcase. But God took me a way I wouldn't have gone to teach me what I needed to 

learn. So, these last 31 years since I left all that, it's been the most amazing journey with people 
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and circumstances, and places, experiences,  that God chose to teach me what I needed to 

learn for where He's going to use me and where He's going to use you. 

So then you learn, don't curse your cradle, but realize that Holy Spirit University (HSU) is totally 

different than we would ever come up with. As the Holy Spirit is showing us, teaching us, 

grooming us, preparing us just on that adventure with God as He takes us a way we wouldn't 

have gone to teach us what we need to learn for where He's going to use us.  

And that's what I see Him doing in people’s lives. And when you get out of resistance to that or 

condemnation or buying into other people's judgment and all that stuff, but realize that God's 

in charge, He's sovereign; He can do whatever he wants with any of our lives once you give it 

over to Him. And many are going to live and die protecting and defending what never was of 

God or justifying it rather than making decisions they need to make to be truly led by the Holy 

Spirit. 

TT: I want to follow up on what Barbara just said to say, it's a good idea to recognize this isn't 

really your life. You didn't bring yourself into existence, God did. Somehow, somewhere, 

sometime, He said, “Let there be you.” So it's really His life, not yours. We just think it's ours. 

That was brought home to me so unmistakably when one time, one morning, years ago I woke 

up and I had this day vision of Post-it notes just all over the floor. And the realization came that 

that's my life. It’s just a bunch of Post-it notes strewn all over the floor and God can pick any 

one He wants, or a group of them, or He can pick none of them, because it isn't my life, it's His.  

And that changed things for me in a very positive way. I just tell you, He does such a good job. 

He does so much better a job of running my life than I ever hope to. 

So, back to this story in John 15. I'll say again, Agape may not always feel good, but it's the kind 

of love that always focuses on your best interests. Agape may be so strong in you that you find 

yourself sacrificing your self-interest for that of another or for others. 

BB: Sometimes it's hard to hear. It's like, “God, are You really calling me from this place?” 

especially if it's a place of blessing, especially if it's a place where in the natural or in the flesh 

everything is going well. But what I learned through the journey is when the grace of God 

departs, be with it. The flesh profits nothing; it's the Spirit that gives life.  

And I learned through that 30 years of never living anywhere more than a year, to know that 

the most constant thing in life is change. I'm in a different season now and I'm home where God 

restored my home and the title deed to the home that He chose for me. 

But during that 30 years of being a Bedouin, and never knowing where and when the cloud was 

going to blow, you learn a lot by having nothing to protect or defend above your walk with Him. 
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And then to watch for: “Is the grace of God here or has the grace of God departed from this 

place, this relationship, this job? Is God calling me from here? Have I finished the work that I 

was called or sent here to do?” Because when the grace of God departs be with it! 

TT: You also have said, “And if you're going through hell, don't stop.” 

BB: Amen! Amen! Ain’t it so? 

TT: Thanks for sharing that. 

So, let's move on to verse 14 here. And Yeshua says something to the disciples for the very first 

time in the whole time they've known Him. In verse 14 He says, “You are My friends, if ever 

you should be doing what I am directing you. No longer am I terming you slaves (or servants) 

for the (servant) slave is not aware what his lord is doing. Yet I have declared you friends, for 

all that I hear from My Father I make known to you.” 

This is the first occasion I can find in all the Scriptures, I did a big old word search to see where 

the relationship of servant or slave changed and it doesn't except here. So this is a major 

development in these final hours of Yeshua’s life to recognize His friends, those who are and 

have been closest to Him throughout His life as a man. 

The disciples must have thought so too. It must have taken them by surprise. But notice that 

this designation of friend is predicated on a condition that Yeshua lays out in verse 14, “You are 

My friends, if you should be doing whatever I am directing you.”  

This is another If-Then statement that could just as easily read, “You are NOT my friends, if you 

should NOT be doing whatever I'm directing you.” So, we're faced with Barbara's boil-it-down 

simplicity, “Why don't we just do what He says?” 

Yeshua gives His disciples an important heads-up that could easily apply to you and me today. 

In verse 18, He says,  

“If the world is hating you, know that it has hated Me first before you. If you were of 

the world, the world would be fond of its own. Now, seeing that you are not of the 

world, but I choose you out of the world, therefore the world is hating you.” 

You know, not everyone you run into may be thrilled if they learn of your faith. Faith in Yeshua 

really gets under some folks’ skin, but never mind, just keep going as graciously as you can. 

Some people will come around and some people may even want what you have. When that 

happens, give them your best shot, but don't think it's your job to persuade others unless that's 

what the spirit of God comes all over you to do. 

I need to go back to John 15:7 where Yeshua says, “But I am telling you the truth. It is 

expedient for you that I may be coming away (I'm leaving. I'm out of here. It's expedient for 
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you, it's the best thing that’s going to happen for you that I get out of here), for if I should not 

be coming away, the consoler (remember what the consoler is, the consoler, the spirit of truth, 

the Ruach HaKodesh, Spirit of Holiness) will not be coming to you.” 

“The best thing for Me to do for your sakes is to come away,” which is a euphemism for ‘to die.’ 

“I have to leave,” He says. “I have to die, because if I don't then the consoler (which you'll 

remember from John 14 is ‘the spirit of truth that will be teaching you all’), it can't come.” 

The consoler, the spirit of truth, is what you and I have access to today inside us that could not 

have been possible apart from Yeshua dying for our sakes and then being raised. 

So let me just do an aside here. So, when some people I've heard say, “Well, the Holy Spirit, 

that's just not a big deal; speaking in tongues, that's not a big deal. It's not important. You can, 

you cannot; it doesn't matter.” 

Yes, it does! He died in order to send the consoler to us, which then energizes your own spirit 

and leads to opening your mouth in a new language so that the spirit becomes like a muscle 

that you exercise that fills in for what your brain can't possibly understand.  

If you pray, if you seek God about anything, you can do it in the language of your spirit, which is 

so much better. You don't have to figure out what the words are. God knows what you're 

thinking anyway, but when you express it out of your spirit, oh my goodness, it just feels so 

much more complete, and it is!  

So, now in verse 13 Yeshua is going to expand here on the importance of the consoler, the Holy 

Spirit. Especially in versus 13 to 15, He says: 

“Yet whenever that may be coming -- the spirit of truth -- it will be guiding you into 

all the truth (You want to know all the truth? Oh, what a delight that is!), for it will not 

be speaking from itself, but whatsoever it should be hearing (He's talking about 

hearing from the Father) will it be speaking, and of what is coming will it be 

informing you.” 

You're going to get to know stuff ahead of time! The Spirit’s going to show you! And what it's 

getting, it's getting from Yeshua, the risen Lord, or from the Father. Either way, “it will be 

guiding you into all the truth.” How cool is that? 

And then He says in verse 14, this spirit of truth He's talking about:  

“That will be glorifying Me, seeing that of Mine will it be getting (everything I know, 

everything I am), and informing you (so you don't have to bump around this eon not 

knowing what's up). All, whatever the Father has, is Mine (He says in verse 15: 
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Everything the Father has is Mine). Therefore I said to you that of Mine is it (it is the 

spirit of truth) getting, and will be informing you.” 

You can't lose here! There's no downside other than as Barbara was talking about if you've got 

something to protect or defend and you don't want God to know, well, forget that idea, He 

already does know if you're going to reserve yourself from Him, meaning, “Thanks, Father, but I 

would just rather live my life on my own terms. No thanks.”  

OK. Well then, bless you, see you later. Otherwise, you're going to be informed; you don't have 

to wonder. I don't know about you, but I don't like living in doubt and nobody likes living in 

fear. Well, that all goes away because the Spirit will be informing you of all. “It will be guiding 

you into all the truth.” You'll be able to tell what's real, what isn't; what's true, what's not. 

When I lived in Denver, CO in 1971, I had just received the infilling of the Holy Spirit. The night 

before, I had spoken in my spirit language, spoken in tongues, or “spoken in languages,” as Paul 

says, for the first time.  

At the very, very first, it felt so silly. It felt so stupid. There was only one other person in the car 

and he was the one who said, “You know what? I think you're ready for the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

I said,” OK, what's that?” 

And he said, “Not to worry, I'll come get you; we'll drive up into the mountains.” But the snow 

fell so we didn't make it out of the parking lot. 

He said,” Look, I'm just going to pray and then I'm going to begin speaking in my prayer 

language and then you pray. You just ask God to fill you with His spirit and then you begin 

speaking in tongues when you're ready.” 

I thought, “Whoa, wait a minute! I'm going to speak? I'm going to have to make these sounds 

that make no sense? Oh no! I thought the Spirit was going to do that for me.” 

No, that's not how it worked. So I just had to make a sound. And it's the hardest thing you 

ever…no, I won't say that. I don't know if it would be the hardest thing you ever do or have ever 

done, but it was very, very difficult for me to just stop listening to my brain and just make a 

sound and then another and then another sound. And then all of my fear, embarrassment, that 

whole totally feeling vulnerable business goes away. And this fountain opened up and I never 

wanted to shut it off again. 

So the next morning after all this (I was working construction),  I pulled in and there are the 

mountains in front of me and I just prayed in English and I said, “Father, I just want to know 

You, I want to know the truth and I don't care what that costs.” 
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And I promise you, the Spirit of God has taken me every step of the way since. It doesn't mean 

every step of the way was pretty or felt wonderful or was accompanied by great big trumpets in 

the angelic realm. None of that!  

Sometimes it was really, really hard, but it wasn't really hard because the Spirit wasn't with me. 

It was hard because the Father loves you, loved me, and that love might take you through some 

stuff, but it won't take you through it alone. 

Yeshua had to go alone, no communication from the Father. He was totally on His own, but He 

never gave up what He knew the Father had promised Him: “I won't leave You dead.” 

The Father is not gonna lead you into anything that would harm you, put your life at risk. To 

have the Father and the Son making their abode with you, to have the Holy Spirit resident 

inside you, active inside you, energizing your spirit and all you have to do is just express its own 

language, then day in day out you know you're going where He is directing. 

You're taking the steps He would take if He were you. It’s simple. It may not always be easy, but 

it is simple and it's again what Barbara heard Yeshua say to her after He told her to walk. 

And she said, “But God, this is killing me.”  

And He said, “You're dying anyway; just do what I said.” 

I can't tell you how many times I have heard that phrase in my mind when I'm doing something, 

or I think I'm about to do something and I don't feel sure about it. I can hear that: “Just do what 

I said.” Right! Of course, my bad. 

You know and I'll tell you, it's just as plain also, if you go about doing something He hasn't 

shown you and it's not something He's directing you. You may have permission, and there's 

nothing wrong with that. Do you want to go to a restaurant and that feels really good to you 

and you go on and it's all good and it's a great experience? OK, no problem. Obviously you had 

His permission. 

But I've had times when I've gone a direction He didn't show me, and the grieving in my gut, the 

grieving in my spirit, in my solar plexus was so pronounced wherever I was, I had to turn around 

and go back to where I knew I was safe and had permission. 

I know that sounds extreme, but living by faith, living by the direction of the Holy Spirit, is the 

best! 

Now, it's for me, it's the shortest leash I've ever been on, but it's the safest. It's the most 

productive. It's the most wonderful, the most comforting, the most secure I've ever been in my 

life. That's how it is with the spirit of God. 
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And I want to just pray for you if I may: 

Father, I pray for this one who's listening today that they hear Your voice, not mine, 

they hear Your voice. That they see You and that they hear You, they hear what You 

are saying and have said and that they simply come to you and say, “Be Lord over my 

life. Father, fill me with Your spirit.” And then begin to give it voice and begin to be 

directed by Your spirit every single day and know Your love and Your fondness and to 

come into the knowledge of all the truth because Your spirit, Father, is alive in them. 

And I pray that You give them encouragement and comfort and joy today as they go 

about their business. 

Now let's end today with the prayer that the high priest, Aaron, spoke over the people of Israel. 

And it's in Numbers if you want to look it up. It's Numbers 6 and begins in verse 24: 

May YaHoVeH (may Yahweh, may the Father) bless you, and keep you; 

May He light up His face toward you and be gracious to you; 

May He lift His face to you and appoint peace for you. 

 

Be blessed! 

 


