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For Christ’s Sake – Part 1 
  
 

Dr. Tom Taylor (TT): Well, we're going to cover some different ground today, but before we 

cover anything, let's pray first to invite the Father into our time together, because without Him 

we're just bumping around in the dark. So, Holy Father, be with us now, I pray, as we come 

together in the name of Yeshua, as we locate ourselves inside His name, His nature, His faith, in 

His righteousness before You, which You've imputed to us because we believe in Him, and 

because therefore, we trust You, Father.  

 

We worship You today, Father. We are Your sons and daughters because of what Yeshua 

accomplished. Yeshua, we are Your younger brothers and sisters. Our destiny lies with You in 

the Celestials. There is the fullness of our allotment, but today we get to enjoy what Paul called 

“the earnest of the allotment,” which is the life of our spirit communicating with the Father’s 

spirit in a language only our spirit and the Father’s understand. 

 

So set us free today, Father. Open our eyes to see Your salvation, Your deliverance and help us 

set aside, at least for these few minutes, what we think we know and all that we've been taught 

by others throughout centuries of traditions that, forgive me, Father, have added confusion to 

Your word and which because of that confusion, have clouded our ability to recognize You and 

Your only begotten Son. Thank You for Your salvation and Your Grace. And I'm asking today, 

Father, for Your wisdom with Your heart, for Your children today. Thank You, Abba Father.  

Thank You. Yeshua, come be with us now, I pray, and open our eyes like You opened the 

Apostle Paul’s eyes and take us into Your counsel to have a realization of You that is as 

profound as Paul’s was. Amen. 

 

We were back in Jeremiah and I just wanted to run away. It's like, this is so dark; it's so 

oppressive. I'd never had that experience before reading any of the Scriptures, especially in the 

Old Testament which is where the law appears. What occurred to me is that there's a line we 

can follow if we're going to set ourselves free from the traps, what Paul calls “stratagems” that 

he talks about in Ephesians 6 and this “systematizing of the deception” in this eon. The line 
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that we can follow runs from the beginning of Yeshua’s life to the end of Paul's, neither one of 

Whom discounted the Old Testament, both of Whom totally respected it and knew it 

backwards and forwards and quoted from it. 

 

So, the Old Testament is not a problem, but the difficulty is that when Christianity became a 

religion, and you remember in the first century there was nothing called “Christianity.” 

Christians didn't call themselves “Christians,” they were called that by other people, but there 

was no religion per se and Yeshua never sponsored a religion. He never instructed anybody to 

create one. Christianity after the first century, once the Apostle John died (he was the oldest) 

then the new guys, a couple of whom he ordained, the new guys coming in brought in Greek 

mythology with them, brought in philosophy from the Greek culture, and then the 

understanding that the people in the first century, particularly the original apostles had, was 

lost. It became this mishmash, convoluted amalgam of writings that they now had from the first 

century and all of the traditions that came up from the Old Testament and all the new stuff 

from the Greek philosophy and mythology. And it was just, it just became a mess.  

 

Take the line from the beginning of Yeshua's life and go from there to the end of Paul's life. 

If you just do that, you're going to find things that you don't find anywhere else. But, if you'll 

forgive me, you really need to get the Concordant Literal New Testament, or at the very least 

look at it online, because you're not going to find the words I'm going to share with you. You're 

not going to find them in your Bibles, sorry. Everything I'm going through today is in the 

Concordant Literal New Testament. I would invite you to not just try to read the Bible, study it! 

Study what it says. This is what happened to me over a 14-year period, more than 14 years,  

sequestered with a group of people in Topeka, KS and then later, Lawrence, KS, pouring over: 

“What do these words mean?” 

 

The Concordant Literal is as close as I've ever found to what is written in the Greek. It's not fair 

to say it bears no resemblance to whatever Bible you're reading, but in the most important 

ways, like where I'm going to go today, you will not find what I'm going to read to you today in 

any Bible you care to pick up. And yet, when you pick this one up and you begin to read what it 

really says, your eyes are opened. Can't tell you how many people who have gotten the 

Concordant Literal New Testament are just astonished at what they read.  

 

Just look at what happened when Yeshua literally ambushed Paul when he was on a mission to 

Damascus with the intention of imprisoning anyone, man, woman, or child, who professed his 

or her belief in Yeshua as the long-awaited Messiah, the Savior, the Deliverer of Israel. It's 

amazing that that was a problem for Jews. You see it throughout Yeshua life and ministry, but 

the sovereign choosing of Paul by Yeshua Who revealed Himself to Paul in all His glory, the 
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Majesty of which just blinded Paul for days. Yeshua’s choosing of Paul to be His apostle, and his 

radical conversion from an assassin to an evangelist, was so preposterous, so objectionable, so 

unbelievable to everyone whom Paul came in contact with over the following months, that 

even Yeshua's original apostles were compelled to send Paul home to keep the Jews from killing 

him and to chill out until he gained some desperately needed spiritual maturity and wisdom. 

 

Now, you and I can barely relate to Paul, much less Yeshua. They both seem like such lofty 

characters, yet Paul is purely flesh and bone, and so was Yeshua, with the lone exception that 

His Father was not a man, but Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and because of 

Yeshua, Jehovah, is your Father too! So, our purpose here is for you to set yourself free from 

the ravages of this “wicked eon” (I'll get into that in just a second), and the bondage of religious 

structures that only confine and never really liberate us. The Father has already set you free 

actually, but you have to walk out of the prison of the misunderstanding that exists in religious 

traditions.  

 

So, let's start in 2 Corinthians 5. I’m going to read from verse 14 to 15 to start out here where 

Paul says: “For the love of Christ is constraining us, judging this, that, if One died for the sake 

of all, consequently all died.” Now “all” is everyone, including you and me. Now watch in verse 

15: “And He died for the sake of all [so] that those who are living should by no means still be 

living to themselves, but to the One dying and being roused for their sakes.” There is no one 

more important to live to than the One Who died for our sakes. If we are living to ourselves, 

that is, for our own ambitions, pleasures, desires or goals; we’re missing the point of Christ's 

death, never mind His resurrection.  

 

Now he goes on in verse 16: “So that we, from now on (and I would recommend we take that 

for ourselves today), are acquainted with no one according to flesh.” Those whom you think 

you know best, it would be well to see them as the Father sees them, to see yourself as He sees 

you, which is not according to flesh, has nothing to do with how you were born, where you're 

from, what your lineage is in the natural. None of that matters. So if we don't see anyone 

according to the flesh, he goes on: “Yet even if we have known Christ according to flesh 

(meaning, if we stood right beside Him and walked beside Him), nevertheless now (Paul says)  

we know Him so no longer. So that, if anyone is in Christ (if you are in Christ today, you're in 

the “anyone”), there is a new creation: the primitive (the old) passed by. Lo! there has come 

new!” 

 

Now you might ask where the heck is it? I don't feel any different than I did five years ago. 

Well, again, you know no one, including yourself according to the flesh, this is in the spirit now. 
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In Christ, you're a new creation. That's the truth. Believe anything else you want, but that's the 

truth. It doesn't mean you may feel like a new creation, but I would suggest if that's the case, 

then you don't have the power or the function, the life of your own spirit communicating with 

God’s spirit in the only language that spirit understands. In the Scriptures, it's called, “the 

infilling of the Holy Spirit,” which you can read about pretty early on in Acts when the spirit falls 

and they speak in other tongues.  

 

If that function is not occurring in you, you're never going to feel like a new creation. Forgive 

me for saying it that way, that sounds very legalistic and I don't mean it that way. It's a reality 

that gives you a faculty you don't otherwise have, so that then because of that, you have an 

activity of your spirit, you have a language of your spirit, and you gain a new perspective of 

what that looks like, as in a direct communication between you and God: No one in between! 

And I promise you, that works its way through the rest of your being and you begin to feel like a 

new creation and you begin to perceive differently. 

 

So again, “So that, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: the primitive passed by. Lo! 

there has come new!” Now that's a fact. So, if you do nothing else except just highlight that 

Scripture, “If anyone is in Christ, there's a new creation: the primitive passed by. Lo! there has 

come new!” That's a fact. Well, this is a critically important new idea! Inside Christ, we are new 

creations. Everything about us that is old has been overtaken, and we've been made completely 

new. We've driven into a car dealership in our old cars and we've driven out in brand new ones. 

This is how the Father has set us free. He set you free because of the sacrifice Yeshua made. 

You've been set free but you probably don't feel that way, and you probably don't know that, 

forgive me, if you've been in the church for any length of time, because they might share these 

Scriptures, but it's not shared as if it's a reality when it is. 

 

Well, what does that look like? What does that mean to you and me right now, here today? And 

this was unheard of before when Paul wrote it, and I really do think we barely give it lip service 

to the magnitude of what this radical idea actually means. But Paul goes on to explain further in 

verse 18, he says, “Yet all (everything) is out of God, Who conciliates us to Himself through 

Christ (I'll get to that word, “conciliate,” in a minute), and is giving us the dispensation of the 

conciliation, how that God (this is the dispensation) was in Christ, conciliating the world to 

Himself (this whole phrase is hugely important), not reckoning their offenses to them, and 

placing in us the word of the conciliation. For Christ[‘s sake], then, are we ambassadors (I'm 

not talking about you and me; this is Paul saying, “This is our deal here.”), as of God entreating 

through us. (It's just as if the Father is reaching out through the Messiah, through the Christ 

and through His cross.) We are beseeching for Christ's sake, ‘Be conciliated to God!’” We are 

standing on behalf of God Himself, Who is really wanting you to know this! 
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And here again, in so many places in Paul's writings, he presents this brand new idea of 

“conciliation,” not “reconciliation.” This is “conciliation.” We all understand “reconciliation,” 

when two estranged parties come together to work out their differences so they can live in 

peace with one another. But in “conciliation,” only one party is estranged, only one party has 

gone off somewhere and [is] not happy with the other. But the other party who's never moved 

and has never been estranged, this same party Who's not been estranged, is the Father. And He 

engineered the conditions by which we, the estranged parties, can give up our estrangement 

and accept the Father's hand of friendship. 

 

The Father is the one Who has made all this possible through Yeshua's death and His 

resurrection for all of us, in all humanity from Adam on. The Father is using the occasion of the 

death and resurrection of Christ to accomplish two huge objectives: 

1. To buy pardon for all sin for all humanity for all time. 

2. To bring about the conditions by which we no longer have to be mad at Him. 

 

People say to me when I tell them about conciliation, “Yeah, but I'm not mad at God. I don't 

need conciliation 'cause I'm not mad at Him in the first place.” Are you dying? Now this is not 

something everybody thinks about, and you know, you don't really want to think about it much, 

but here's the truth, as long as we have blood moving through our arteries and veins, and we 

have got a heart that pumps, our life is dependent on that. In the Old Testament, it says, “The 

life is in the blood.” That's why they drain, they slaughter animals in a particular way, so they 

don't suffer and they drain all the blood out before they ever cook it. And that's the first thing 

that EMTs will check for, anybody with first aid checks for, is there bleeding? And of course, are 

you breathing? Those two things go hand in hand, so if you're listening to this, you're a human 

being, and everything about you is geared towards survival. You don't seek death, 'cause it's the 

end of everything we know. 

 

All these philosophies out there, you know, being some other place to go once you die, that's a 

nice idea, but nobody’s begging to die. You know, so many people say, “Well, he or she 

(whoever they're talking about), is in a better place. They were suffering then and now they're 

not, so they're in a better place.” Well, if they're in a better place, why aren't we all lined up to 

go there? ‘Cause this is not a world that looks like it's in its right mind, and truthfully it's not. 

And even though we're living in it, we don't have to be of it, meaning we don't have to partake 

of all that's going on because it's too much of a mess. You want to find out whether that's true 

or not? Just shut off all media for a week; just do it for a week, one week, seven days, no 

newspaper, no radio, no television, no Internet news sources of any kind. Just shut it all off and 
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see how much better you feel after a week and I guarantee you, you won't have missed 

anything important. 

 

The point of all of that is to remember what I read to you about being “new creations” and “the 

primitive has passed by.” If we're new creations and we don't see anyone now or know anyone 

according to the flesh, but now see them as new creations too, we see everything and everyone 

according to the eyes of the spirit. There is little you'll ever hear in the media about anything 

going on that looks like the spirit of God is authoring it. 

 

So, let's go back to this estrangement idea. Why would we be mad at God? Why would we be 

estranged from God? I promise you, you can go from Genesis forward and see that this 

estrangement is a direct result of the sentence of death that we all participate in. And the older 

you get, the more you're aware of it, and that that sentence of death was never anything you 

earned. You just were born, born innocent, you don't know anything. You weren't in the 

garden. You didn't disobey God. You, forgive me again, because the church would have you 

believe that you're born sinful, there is nothing in the Scriptures that says that you're born that 

way, but you are born in a body that dies. You don't know anything about that in your earlier 

years because you're growing, so that's where all the life is. But the older you get, the more 

you're aware of what doesn't work as well as it used to, and you begin to become more and 

more aware of your own mortality, especially if someone your age passes away suddenly or 

gets horribly sick and ends up dying. You gain a more acute awareness. 

 

Well, this process begins the day you come out of the womb breathing oxygen. Now you're out 

in the world and everything that comes into the world dies. So, we aren't consciously dealing 

with it 24/7 thankfully, that would make us crazy. But your subconscious is dealing with it all 

the time because it's only geared towards survival, so it's expending most of its energy, just 

surviving from one second to the next. If we did think about it, if we did realize we are dying, 

we are human, we are killable at any point and there's no real guarantee we're gonna wake up 

tomorrow either by the way (that's an assumption we make), because we're human, because 

we're dying, we are at odds with our Creator, Whom we are taught, loves us. And He does, 

make no mistake, He does, but it's hard to swallow when you didn't deserve anything about 

your birth, about your place of birth, about the family you were born into.  

 

This is what God engineered and, at the very least, the fact that you're in a body that dies that 

you did nothing to deserve creates, albeit subconsciously, what the Scriptures called “enmity,” 

that is, “hostility,” literally “hatred” toward the Creator. That's not wrong by the way, we've not 

been wrong to feel that way, if we ever really own the fact that that's the case. And Paul talks 

about that in Romans, and I'm not going to go into that today, maybe another time, but the fact 
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is, until we recognize conciliation, until we take the Father's hand, that He stretches out 

through the Cross, and I'll say, through the open grave, through the Resurrection, holds His 

hand out to say, “Can We be friends now?” 

 

Now, the pardon of sin has been bought, so there's no more “reckoning your offenses.” There is 

nothing you can do to make the Father angry. There is nothing you can do that He would ever 

hold against you because He's not even looking. That's what's meant by, “not reckoning their 

offenses.” Well, “their offenses” and ours, they're the same thing! Paul just wrote it “their” in 

his time, it nevertheless applies to us today just as much as it applied then, that the Father [is] 

reaching through the Cross to say, “Can We be friends now? Not only have I bought the pardon 

for all sin for your whole life from beginning to end, but I have also given you, not the ‘hope,’ 

the ‘expectation’ of life beyond death, the deliverance of your body out from the sentence of 

death and into life, just like I did Yeshua's.” 

 

Yeshua is the example of what the Father was going to do, and what He said He would do, and 

what He did! He made good on His word. So, He sent His only begotten Son to die for our sakes, 

and He did, bless His heart, bless His heart. He didn't want any part of that. He knew that was 

not going to be a pleasant thing, and at the end in the Garden, He was sweating blood if by any 

means to get out from under that idea until He said, “Not My will, but Yours, Father.” Do you 

realize that that meant He didn't want any part of this? It was not His will to do this, it was the 

Father's will. Yeshua set His will aside for us. Oh my goodness, He let Himself be killed in a 

manner that is so horrific, it's almost beyond description! 

 

Until next time: Live well! 


